specific and generic criteria. This tendency is particularly evident in the work of R. V. Chamberlin, whose systematic outlook has been more or less dominated by the consideration of plectrotaxy, especially at the specific level.
The approach used by all these authors might well be termed the classical or, better, the quantitative one because it takes into account the numbers of spurs on the various leg articles, as the following example illustrates.
Let us consider the tenth leg of the cosmopolitan species Lithobius forficatus (Linne) (see fig. 1 ). 
